This letter is to set forth several points regarding the impact to our long-standing soccer league (the Northern Virginia Soccer League or “NVSL”) of over 40 years, a recent Community Recreation Services (CRS) decision has made.
In the recent past four years, many of our weekday night 7 to 11pm slots were cut into by a half hour to enable youth teams to practice through 7:30pm.  Notwithstanding that that movement significantly impacted the NVSL’s ability to complete two full matches during the 7:30 pm to 11pm timeframe, we adjusted accordingly and have done our best to get the games in.  Now, with the league faced with an 8 to 11pm slot (and even 8 to 10:30pm slot), there simply cannot be two full games played in such time slot.  Such a shift to this time slot regime presents the NVSL with the inability to play its complement of games (if the NVSL can only play one game in each weekday 8 to 11 pm slot, then that translates into 30-50 games it will not have the opportunity to play compared to the scenario where the NVSL has the 7 to 11 pm, or 7:30pm to 11pm, traditional slots).  Furthermore, the 8 to 11pm slot standard would cost the NVSL additional referee fees, as single games (as opposed to multiple games played in series) command a rate premium.  Ultimately the change results in a substantial amount of wasted time due to there not being enough time for two full games as high as 1000 wasted hours per season for the NVSL alone.  As this is affecting efficiency in games, then it is clear that the affect on adults throughout the county could be as high as 10,000 wasted hours per season. 
The NVSL understands the importance of providing the youth leagues appropriate playing time on the County facilities.  But it is difficult to understand how the shift by ½ hour to a later point in time to allegedly benefit the youth, where such shift may cut into youths’ other important activities (such as homework and getting a good night’s sleep), outweighs the negative impact to the NVSL (drastically reducing its time slots available).
We implore CRS, the Athletic Council, and the Board of Supervisors to revisit the decision to move to 8 to 11 pm weekday slots and continue the course (i.e., 7pm (or 7:30pm) to 11pm weekday timeslots) that seemed to offer a good balance between the youth and adult leagues such as the NVSL.  This decision goes against Field Allocation Policies that are considered fair and equal.


John Eskandary

703/980-8015
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