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To:
Members of the NVSL

CC:
Office of CRS

From:
John Eskandary

Date:
8/17/2009
Re:
Policy that gives youth fields until 8pm

Dear NVSL Members;

We are in dire need of your assistance.  The Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County is in the process of reviewing and voting on a policy in that allocates fields to youth for Practice until 8pm.  Currently CRS has already begun to implement this policy with disregard to the current field allocation policy that states that adult games have priority usage on lighted fields over youth practice.  This change has affected our field allocation drastically.  We must pursue this matter with extreme urgency as our season is scheduled to begin in less than 4 weeks.

What can you do?  Contact the Board of Supervisors both in your district and as a whole.  Contact Community and Recreation Services (CRS) and let them know how you feel.  Explain how this policy has and will affect you.  Sign up to speak at Board of Supervisor meetings.  Get others involved.  We are not the only ones affected.  Adult Coed and Women’s leagues are!  This is a Policy that the Athletic Council (which we are totally under represented at), CRS, and the Board of Supervisors have reviewed and disregarded adult sports field requirements.  

Points to make:  We require 2 hours/game and we have already reduced that amount by shaving the check-in process and nearly eliminating the half time.  We are USASA and USSF affiliated-this requires us to have at a minimum of a 3 man referee system and it is hard enough to get a full crew for a two game field.  There are not enough referees to cover the number of games we have (especially if they are single games).  We do not use practice space.  We have made numerous adjustments including:  we gave up 3game space (in which each had a 2 hr. block), moving games to the evening from mornings because the youth want to start at 11am (all the space before that is wasted), moving the start of games from 7pm until 7:30pm (hence the shaved time to 1:45 minutes), and have been patient with the fact that this was done mainly so that they could have practice until then.  We play games only!   There are other reasons and we need you to be creative.
Additional Points:  The board recently reviewed the possibility of starting school later so that kids could have more sleep (seriously!), so why are they practicing until 8pm on nights in which they have school the next day?  We pay more on average per player than the youth by almost 4x’s as much.  We contribute to field development. We are voters!

We cannot just give in this time.  We are not only being disrespected, we are also failing to be heard.  Step up before it is too late.  A list of contacts at the Board of Supervisors and CRS will  be posted at the site for download or you can go to the Fairfax County website and find out more.  Voice your dissatisfaction through emails, faxes, calls, petition, blog, and even talking in front of the people we elect!  You do have the power to fix this, but it will take us all.  If you have questions on how you can help or have comments to support our efforts please feel free to send them to jefutballer149@gmail.com.  

Sincerely,

John Eskandary

President

NVSL
